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The popular success of The Secret has helped many people discover a subject of writing that

seems new but in fact stretches back more than a century. 50 Prosperity Classics covers many of

the great writings on wealth, abundance, philanthropy, and success, encompassing works from

Andrew Carnegie, Richard Branson, Bill Gates, Peter Lynch, and more.
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It's difficult to over-estimate the beneficial effects that Tom Butler-Bowdon's books have had on my

life. Whether he is discussing Classics in the Self Help, Success, Spiritual or Psychology - and now

Prosperity - genres he has entertained, informed and guided my future reading. There are so many

books in each area that it can be difficult to know where to turn when you want to take steps to

improve your life. If you face this dilemma Butler-Bowdon is here to help, with his useful summaries

and commentaries on classic books in each genre.In 50 Prosperity Classics the writing is as crisp

and clear as ever. The summary of each 'classic' is just the right length to give you a flavour of the

book being discussed, but never outstays its welcome. While each book is heralded as a 'classic'

Butler-Bowdon isn't afraid to note where criticisms have been made. You can read 50 Prosperity

Classics from start to finish, you can dip into it at random, or you can follow certain themes. The 'In

A Similar Vein' section is your roadmap if you decide to take the latter route. Even if you don't want



to investigate the books further - and I'll be surprised if you don't - then 50 Prosperity Classics is

enjoyable in isolation. As I read it I felt my mood lift as I was made aware of countless possibilities I

had never considered before.If you are interested in finding out more about property investment

then you will enjoy reading about books such as William Nickerson's excellently-titled How I Turned

$1,000 into Three Million in Real Estate in My Spare Time. For those that want to know more about

investing in the stock market Peter Lynch's One Up on Wall Street: How To Use What You Already

Know To Make Money in the Market will be one for you.

This is one of five volumes in a series written by Tim Butler-Bowdon. Each of the others also

focuses on 50 "classic" sources of information and wisdom provided in landmark books in the fields

of psychology, self-help, spirituality, and success. Of course, throughout human history, the subject

of this book - prosperity -- has been defined and measured as well as achieved in many different

ways. Hence the importance of the fact that Butler-Bowdon offers a wide range of perspectives from

the works of an especially diversified group that includes P.T. Barnum (The Art of Money Getting or

Golden Rules of Making Money, 1880), Andrew Carnegie (The Gospel of Wealth, 1889), Milton

Friedman (Capitalism and Freedom, 1962), Benjamin Graham (The Intelligent Investor: A Book of

Practical Counsel, 1949), Orison Swett Marden (Pushing to the Front, or Success under Difficulties,

1894), Ayn Rand (Capitalism: The Unknown Ideal, 1966), and Adam Smith (An Inquiry into the

Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, 1778).Note: Warren Buffett is also included. His

contributions to this volume are from The Essays of Warren Buffett: Lessons for Corporate America,

Second Edition, edited by Lawrence Cunningham, and published in 2008. Graham was Buffett's

idol, mentor, and eventually his business partner. If Buffett does not qualify as an "intelligent

investor," I have no idea who does.As in the other volumes in his series, Butler-Bowdon follows a

format for each of the 50 chapters: brief representative quotations, an "In a Nutshell" section, a

rigorous and remarkably thorough summary of the given source's key points, and then a brief bio of

its author. I also appreciate the fact that the book can be read straight through from the first chapter

to the last (i.e.
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